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ABSTRACT: 

NEW MATERIAL: Nonhygroscopic dihydrate of crystalline azithromycin (9-deoxo 
-9a -aza-9a -methyl-9a -homoerythromycin A) represented by the formula. 

USE: An antibacterial agent. 

PROCESS: This compd. is obtd. by dissolving 9-deoxo9a -aza-9a 
-homoerythromycin A in chloroform, adding formic acid and formaldehyde, 
carrying out reflux under heating, cooling, dilution with water and adjustment 
to pH 10.5 with an alkali, obtaining hygroscopic azithromycin monohydrate from 
the aq. phase, stirring it together with THF and diatomaceous earth, carrying 
out filtration, adding water to the resultant filtrate, further adding hexane 
and carrying out granulation, filtration, washing and drying. 
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